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Young Labour National Committee 

meeting, 19 June 2013 

I attended the first Young Labour National 

Committee meeting.  It was a really 

productive meeting and you can read the 

minutes online here.  Congratulations to Tori 

Rigby, who was elected as Vice Chair 

(Campaigns) of Young Labour, and Jack 

Falkingham, who was elected as the 

Assistant Secretary. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

CWU Youth Committee meeting, 4th June 2013 

I attended a meeting of the CWU Youth Committee 

to discuss how CWU Youth and Young Labour can 

work together and engage young voters.   

 

I gave an update on the youth homelessness 

campaign and heard about CWU Youth’s 

participation in Crisis’ ‘Square Mile’ run. It’s 

fantastic that CWU Youth have raised £784 for 

Crisis! I also updated committee members on 

Young Labour’s work on equalities and setting up 

Young Labour groups. 

 

We talked about making Young Labour stronger in 

the North East, encouraging young trade union 

members to register to vote and political education. 

East Midlands Young Labour 

Conference, 6 July 2013 

It was fantastic to see everyone at the East 

Midlands Regional Conference in Leicester 

and the East Midlands Young Labour 

Conference that we organised alongside it!  

We elected the new East Midlands Young 

Labour Committee, had a Co-operative 

Party policy workshop and heard from lots 

of great speakers.  It was fantastic to hear 

that Harriet Harman is so supportive of 

Young Labour’s efforts to engage more 

young women in the party. 
 

NEC Equalities Committee, 

Disputes Panel and Organisation 

Committee meetings, 9 July 2013 

I gave a report to the Equalities 

Committee about Young Labour’s 

work and heard reports from the 

other representatives.  There’s still 

a lot of work to do to encourage 

more women to apply for selections 

and I’m continuing to look at how 

we can get more young women 

involved in the party. 
 

Full NEC meeting, 16 July 2013 
Ed Miliband spoke to us about the party reforms he has proposed.  He said the reforms are about 
reaching out to a wider audience, being more grounded in the needs of working people and ensuring 
that we are not taking anyone for granted.  I raised the point that the proposed primaries give us an 
excellent opportunity to engage with young people, who often get ignored when we’re door-knocking 
because they aren’t old enough to vote, and got a commitment from Ed Miliband that the review will 
seriously consider how we can more effectively reach out to young people. 
 
Angela Eagle gave us an update on the National Policy Forum’s work and the recent away weekend.  
It was mentioned in the meeting that it was really good that there were lots of contributions from young 
people at the event. 
 
We had a great report from Matthew McGregor, from Blue State Digital, about social media, as well as 
updates from Glenis Willmott MEP about Labour’s work in Europe and Dave Sparks about the 
Association of Labour Councillors’ work. 
 

http://www.younglabour.org.uk/committeemeetings
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National Policy Forum (NPF) weekend away, 22/23 June   
I attended the policy forum’s weekend in Birmingham with Helena Dollimore,  
Young Labour’s Vice Chair (Policy) and the NPF Youth Rep for the South East,  
and Grace Skelton, Labour Students’ NPF Rep.   
 
We got a commitment from Ed Miliband that we would have a youth manifesto for the next general 
election and Helena asked Ed Balls to consider introducing financial education in schools. 
 
We attended the ‘Better Politics’ meeting to discuss how we can engage young people in politics. 
We advocated the need for formal citizenship education in schools, including a bigger focus on 
politics, alongside an element of voluntary engagement outside of schools. We also said that this 
education should go further, covering things such as equality, sex and relationship education and 
finances (such as how to pay bills).  We talked about schools encouraging young people to register 
to vote, holding mock elections and going into schools to talk about politics.  We voted in favour of 
introducing votes at 16 alongside political education in schools. 
 
We also raised the idea of getting young people involved through community organising, which 
Grace pointed out has been a huge success at Manchester University with Labour Students' living 
wage campaign. 
 
We discussed ways of increasing turn-out, such as online voting, changing the time of voting or 
extending the time period in which people are able to vote and having polling stations in places that 
people go anyway, such as supermarkets or transport hubs. 
 
We attended the child care session. I raised the importance of moving away from gender 
stereotypes in this area and the need to ensure that women aren't put at a disadvantage in the 
workplace by having to take a career break to care for children. Helena raised the issue of child care 
for disabled children and for disabled parents. 
 

On Sunday we attended workshops in which we put forward our policy priorities. In the 'society' 

section I highlighted housing (cost and availability) as a key concern and outlined Young Labour's 

priority campaign on youth homelessness and housing, and talked about gender equality. 

 

In the politics session lots of questions about engaging young people were raised and I gave an 

update on the work Young Labour members are doing and how other young people can get 

involved. 

 

It was an excellent weekend, for Young Labour especially, and I’m really excited about the process 

moving forward.  I also really welcome the fact that equalities champions will  

be introduced to each policy commission, to ensure that equality is at the  

heart of everything we do. 

 

Please do keep submitting your policy ideas through the Your Britain website! 

 

 
Movement for Change 
summer party, 2 July: it 
was really inspiring to 
meet so many people 
who are doing incredible 
community organising 
work in their local 
communities – from the 
living wage, to tackling 
legal loan sharks and 
beyond. 
 

Labour History Group 
event, 3 July: we heard 
about Hugh Gaitskell 
from an excellent panel.  
This was a really 
engaging event and it 
was lovely to meet lots of 
new people. 
 

Members’ event in 
Waterloo with Ed 
Miliband, 22 July: it 
was great to open this 
event by introducing 
Ed, who emphasised 
the importance of 
engaging young 
people in the party 
when talking about his 
proposed reforms.  
There were lots of 
excellent questions 
from young members 
and a real appetite in 
the room to ensure we 
reach out and involve 
as many people in the 
party as possible. 
 

Fabian Women’s 
Network 
reception, 2 July: 
as ever the Fabian 
Women’s Network 
put on a fantastic 
event and it was 
great to catch up 
with everyone! 
 

http://www.yourbritain.org.uk/

