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Michael Cashman Thank You 
Party, 2 July 

Young Labour‟s LGBT Officer, Jack 
Falkingham, along with Matthew 

Doyle and LGBT Labour, organised 
a fantastic event to say “thank you” 
to Michael Cashman for all he has 
done to progress LGBT rights and 

raise money for our LGBT 
parliamentary candidates. It was 

great to share in the celebration of 
Michael‟s work and support our 

candidates. 
 

Young Labour & Labour Students 
campaign weekend, East 

Midlands, 12-13 July 
After the 3 Seats Challenge I 

travelled to Nottinghamshire to join 
Labour Students and Young Labour 
campaigning in Broxtowe for Nick 

Palmer. 
 

Thanks to everyone who came 
along and if you‟d like to join us on 

the next big campaign weekend just 
get in touch! We do a big national 
campaign day every month and 
local Young Labour groups and 

university/college Labour clubs go 
out campaigning regularly as well. 

 

Labour 3 Seats Challenge, 12 July 
This month I helped organise the trip 

to Chatham and Aylesford, Dover 
and Deal and Hastings to campaign 
for Tristan Osborne, Clair Hawkins 
and Sarah Owen. This month we 
engaged 32 volunteers, doing 89 

hours of work between us and 
making over 650 contacts. We will be 

campaigning in Brighton Pavilion, 
Brighton Kemptown and Hove on 16 
August. If you‟d like to join us please 

get in touch. You can follow what 
we‟re doing at @Lab3seats. 

 
 

NEC sub-committee 
meetings, 15 July 

At Equalities Committee I 
raised the fact that money from 

the Access to Elected Office 
Fund is only paid after a 
selection, meaning that 

disabled people wishing to 
stand have to pay for all  the 

costs up-front, which is a 
barrier for many. I asked that 

the party lobby the Speaker to 
change this and that in the 

meantime regional offices pay 
the money up-front and then 

reclaim it themselves from the 
fund. I also raised the need to 
ensure gender balancing at all 
levels of the party, including 

positions on the NEC. We had 
a fantastic presentation from 

the End Violence Against 
Women Coalition about the 
action a government should 

take, and a great presentation 
about the importance of union 

equality representatives in 
workplaces. 

At the Organisation Sub-
committee we made decisions 
about all-women shortlists in 

Bradford East, Bradford West, 
Bradford South, Sheffield 
Brightside & Hillsborough, 

Neath, Workington and Bootle. 
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Progress article 
My latest 

„Organising to Win‟ 
column, looking at 
transforming the 

voting system to get 
people voting, is 
now online here. 

National Policy Forum, 18-20 July 
I joined Young Labour‟s Vice Chair (Policy), Helena 

Dollimore and representatives from across the movement 
at the National Policy Forum meeting in Milton Keynes. 

Each representative was able to take forward 6 
amendments proposed by constituency Labour parties. 

 
The amendments I took forward were: 

 To introduce comprehensive mandatory citizenship 
education, which includes sex and relationship 
education, employment rights and political 
education. 

 To remove obstacles that can prevent people 
voting and introduce measures that will make it 
easier for young people to vote when we introduce 
votes at 16. This includes registering people to vote 
in schools, placing ballot boxes in schools and 
colleges, locating polling stations in places people 
regularly attend, such as supermarkets and 
libraries, relaxing the restriction that binds an 
elector to voting in a particular polling station, and 
investigating online voting. 

 Giving young people a say in the public services 
they use, in line with Ed Miliband‟s agenda for 
people-powered public services. This includes 
giving pupils a say in theirs schools and students‟ 
unions and youth mayors places on local public 
health bodies. 

 Working with adult education centres and job 
centres to ensure that affordable and effective 
training is provided to allow people out of work to 
up-skill and retrain. 

 Developing and implementing a cross-government 
strategy that ensures safety for women is a priority 
in housing, education, access to justice, policing, 
health and community services. 

 Restoring specialist language lessons for 
immigrant women. For those facing domestic 
violence, the language barrier can prevent people 
gaining help.  

I‟m really pleased that most of these amendments were 
adopted. 

Campaigning in Milton Keynes, 20 July 
After the NPF event a group of us went 
campaigning for Andrew Pakes in Milton 

Keynes South. 

National Young Labour & Labour Students campaign weekends 
This month we were in the East Midlands, campaigning in two of our target seats with young activists from 

across the country. Next month we will be in Yorkshire, on 30 and 31 August. 

NEC meeting, 22 July 
We had our full NEC meeting where weheard 
reports from Ed Miliband, Harriet Harman, Iain 

McNicol, Glenis Willmott and Dave Sparks 
(Association of Labour Councillors). 

I asked about ensuring we continue to have 
organisers in all of our target seats, as they‟ve 
been shown to make a real difference to our 

election results. 
We also had a report on the Scottish 

Independence Referendum and looked at some 
of the current arrangements for the party‟s 

annual conference. 

This month I also 
attended Labour‟s 

Inclusive 
Prosperity 

Conference, the 
election gala 

dinner and the 
Annual Business 

Reception. 

http://www.progressonline.org.uk/2014/07/25/transforming-the-system/

